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Philosophy of Science

Course title

Course code Semester ECTS Lectures/ classes
8.1.0453 winter 5 30h/classes
Name of the lecturer |dr Daniel Jockwich
and contact daniel.jockwich@ug.edu.pl
Prerequisites -
Course description This course introduces students to the central

problems discussed within philosophy of science.
'What is science and what distinguishes it from
"pseudo-science" and other kinds of knowledge?
'What is the scientific method, and on what basis
can it ensure the objectivity of scientific results?
How does science explain our observations and
experiences?

Does scientific knowledge progressively grow in a
linear way or is its evolution dominated by radical
revolutions?

Learning outcomes Overall, the course gives students a robust
understanding of how science works. Additionally,
we will discuss problems

pertaining to the sociology of science, philosophy
of probability, and to the philosophy of biology.
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Course title
Course code Semester ECTS Lectures/ classes
8.1.0351 winter 5 30h/classes
Name of the lecturer |dr Thomas Hodgson

thomas.hodgson@ug.edu.pl

Prerequisites

Course description

The following subjects will be discussed:

1. Why critical thinking is important.
2. What makes a good argument.

3. Premises and conclusions.

4. Language.

5. Various kinds of arguments

Learning outcomes

Students will learn the theory of critically
evaluating arguments and apply it in practice to

their own field of study.
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A contemporary introduction

Course title to philosophy of language
Course code Semester ECTS Lectures/ classes
Summer 5 30h/classes
Name of the lecturer |dr Thomas Hodgson
and contact thomas.hodgson@ug.edu.pl
Prerequisites
Course description The aim of the course 1s to survey some of the key

ideas from contemporary philosophy of language.
There are many things that we don't know about
language. However, philosophers of language,
linguists, and cognitive scientists have developed
interesting frameworks for thinking about what we
do know and for formulating the questions that
remain unanswered. Much of this work was done
in the last century. These frameworks will be of
interest to anybody who has wondered about how
humans use language to communicate and
persuade.

Learning outcomes Students will learn how to evaluate arguments
relevant to some contemporary philosophical
theories about language. Students will gain
knowledge of some contemporary theories about
language. Students will practice discussing and
giving reasoned defences of their views about
language.
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Why Listening Matters:

Course title Music and the Human Experience
Course code Semester ECTS Lectures/ classes
n/o summer 5 30h/classes
Name of the lecturer |dr hab. Anna Checka, prof.UG
and contact anna.checka@ug.edu.pl
Prerequisites -
Course description This course introduces students to the central
problems discussed within philosophy of music and
neuroaesthetics.

'Why does music matter? Core questions of the
course:

1. Ontology and meaning

e What does it mean to say that music has meaning?

e Is musical meaning something we interpret, or
something we directly experience?

e Can music refer to anything beyond itself?

2. Musical emotions

o What is the nature of musical emotions?

e Do we feel emotions in the music, or through it?

e How can music evoke powerful feelings without
representing concrete situations?

3. Music without words

e How does music affect us in the absence of
language?

e What kinds of understanding are possible without
concepts?

e Is there a specifically musical form of cognition?

4. The listener and subjectivity

e Do our musical preferences reveal something about
who we are?

e Are they shaped more by personality, culture, or
experience?
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e Can listening be trained, deepened, or transformed?
S. Aesthetic judgment

e How do we evaluate music?

e Are there objective criteria of musical value, or only
intersubjective agreements?

o What distinguishes expert judgment from personal
taste?

6. Taste and education

e Should musical taste be cultivated?

e Ifso, how can education expand rather than
constrain listening?

o What is the role of tradition in shaping aesthetic
sensitivity?

7. Performance and presence

e What happens in a live musical performance?

o How does the presence of the performer influence
our experience?

e (Can recorded or Al-generated performances
reproduce this experience?

8. Interdisciplinary perspectives

e What can philosophy, psychology, and neuroscience
each contribute to our understanding of music?

e Where do these approaches complement each other,
and where do they conflict?

e What are the limits of scientific approaches to
musical experience?

9. Culture and understanding

e How do we learn to understand music from different
cultural traditions?

e What are the barriers to such understanding, and
how can they be overcome?

e Is musical meaning universal, or culturally specific?

10. Music, time, and experience
o How does music shape our experience of time?

e Why does musical understanding often resist full
articulation?
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e What kind of knowledge does music offer:if it is not
reducible to concepts?

Learning outcomes Overall, the course gives students a robust
understanding of how music works. Additionally,
we will explore key questions in the psychology of
music, neuroaesthetics, and bioaesthetics, building a
range of interdisciplinary bridges that reveal how
music connects diverse domains of experience and
knowledge.




